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Thaicom Pleis teaming wiph GMMZ to
‘debut high-definition channels.in the
‘burgeoning satellite television ‘market
free from monthly charges. ]
hajeeSuthumpun, Thaicom's chief
‘ ,saidthemove is part of parent
Intouch’s strategy to jump into the red-
| It will also help Thaicom sell more
bandwidth capacity on the Thaicom 6
sate]]ite, as HD streams eat up bandwidth
it the rate of around two gigabits per
l}mux, ot three times that of normal TV
broadeasts, she added.
| Thaicom, through its satellite dish
subsidiary DTV Co, together with GMM
Zlaunched five HD channels: yesterday
broadeasting on DTV dishes.’ bl
In a deal that runs until June, cus-
_tomers will be charged 4,990 bahtforan
HD set-top box, or 5,490 baht for a set-
‘top box plus a DTV satellite dish. Cus-
Emets can watch five HD channels
cluding the Etro 2012 football cham-
plonships, for whicl Grammy owns the

broadcasting rights.
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éhnqunoemanm mnuy launch thdeﬂnMan satellite TV channels.

r haicom, ‘Grammy offe
1D satellite channels

| McoT mgned a thres-year comraut |

hc:t digital TV fray with a planned licence,

-smnders for US$B 5 million. MCOT then

resells the transponders to GMM Z.

' Ms Suphajee said offering HDTV is
part of a shift from analogue to digital,
which complies with the National Broad-

-éasﬁng“énd Telecommunications Com-

ﬁmssion 's goal of adigital hroadcasting
ystem within five years.

“We expect to sell up to 500, 000 HDTV
ﬂmxes over two years, but ideally it will

happen before the planned launch of

Thaicom 6 in mid-June,” she said.

Up to 10 million households mtch
satellite and cable TV via Thaicom's
satellites, said Ms Suphajee; -

o

Thana Thienachariya, GMM Z's chief

executive, said Grammy plans to apply
for a broadcasting licence to provide

free TV services dﬁca the NBTC issues |

the licences,

He said sataﬂite :]IV serves 8 mﬂlion‘.

Tl

households, local cable 'I‘V reaches 4.

million and pay-cable npamtedhy'ﬂm i

Visions has 1.7 million subseribers. Con-

ventional TV antennas number 5 million.

Thaicom also. plans to launch two
new commercial satellites— Thaicom8
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“and Thaicom 9 = ‘over a tthel-yeaI

| period Thaicom 8, also known as iPSTAR

2, will be launched by 2014 0r 2015 when
utilisation of the existing 40-gigabit
iPSTAR satellite rises to 40-50% of total
capacity, up from 25% currently.
. Thaicom 9 will Eggosiﬁaned at50.5
degrees east to reserve the country’s
orbital slot, due to expire in November.

| It will be a hroaﬂc‘.ast satellite and the

company aims to expand its footprint
in the Middle East, Europe and Africa,

She said the Thaicom 8 broadband
satellite, to be positioned in the orbital
slot at 119.5 degrees, will cost no more

 than US$200 million. The satellite will

serve the anucipatadmureasem bmad
band demand.

She said cnnstr.;uctian of the new
satellites will begin once the company
receives 30-50% of pre-orders for anew

' satellite and reaches its utilisation goal.,

“We expect the utilisation of iPSTAR

- will reach 32% tthz?Eﬂl’yn' she added

Page: 1/1




